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Mrs. Miriam R. Bakal
22 Cottontail Trail
Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458

Dear Mrs. Bakal:

This letter is written in response to your letter of December 17, 2007, to the Upper Saddle River
Board of Education. I will attempt to respond to your letter point by point as they appear
sequentially in your correspondence.

Paragraph 2: As you noted the DRAFT policy number 2464 and DRAFT regulation number
2464 do incorporate the Quad District Enrichment Philosophy and Identification Criteria
Checklist. There are two major reasons for this: (1) the Quad districts work as a unit under the
leadership of Jill Mortimer to design and implement common curricula and practices, as all
students from the three sending districts enter grade 9 at Northern Highlands Regional High
school. (2) When the Quad developed the identification criteria, they did so with the input of
the enrichment teachers from each of the districts, who drew heavily on the recommendations of
the National Gifted Society. I have shared your concerns and correspondences with the Quad
where we would discuss any changes to current policy and practices. Dr. Snider continues to
review criteria used by other districts and she will share what she finds with the other Quad

districts.

Paragraph 3: Definition of gifted student: In this paragraph you disagree with the wording in
our proposed regulation which refers to “...students who demonstrate academic excellence” as
opposed to state code which refers to “students who possess or demonstrate high levels of
ability.” The code does refer to “demonstrating high levels of ability;” we would contend that in
order to know that a student demonstrates high ability, we must rely on (as required by code)
multiple sources of information to make that determination. This would include, but not be






